
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What Can We Recycle? 
Mixed Paper & Cardboard 
County code requires that non-residential properties recycle mixed paper 
and cardboard. This includes office paper, catalogs, magazines, junk mail, 
cardboard (flattened), newspapers, paper grocery bags, and cereal boxes. 

Additional Requirements for Certain Businesses 
If your business meets any ONE of the following criteria, you must recycle 
one Principle Recyclable Material (PRM) in addition to mixed paper and 
cardboard. 

• An annual total waste stream of 100 tons or more from a single non-
residential entity; or 

• An annual combined waste stream of 100 or more from a complex or 
institution; or 

• An annual average occupancy of 200 persons or more at a non-
residential facility. 

If any of the above applies to your property, you must provide a system for your 
tenants to recycle at least one PRM in addition to mixed paper and cardboard. 

Business Type Typical PRM 

Retail Store Mixed Paper/Cardboard 

Auto Repair Shop Scrap Metal/Used Motor Oil 

Restaurant, Gym Bottles & Cans; Glass 

Office Building Office Paper 

Landscaping Company Leaves, Grass, or Brush 

A PRM is the recyclable material that constitutes the majority of the facility’s 
recyclables waste stream. If the PRM for your facility is mixed paper & 
cardboard, then no additional recycling is required. 

Department of Public Works and Environmental Services 
Solid Waste Management Program 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 458, Fairfax VA 22035-0052 
703-324-5230, TTY 711. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash 
To request this in information in an alternate format call 703-324-5230, TTY 711. 
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