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Subject: TICN Special Edition *COVID-19 & Equity*

\"@ _Trauma-Informed
Community Network

“4& Part of the Partnership for a Healthier Fairfax

In a recent presentation to the Fairfax Community Provider Coordination Team- the

team responsible for coordinating basic needs resource provision across community



based organizations in Fairfax- Chief Equity Officer Karla Bruce shared a summary of
the preliminary work going on in the Fairfax community as it relates to applying an
equity lens to COVID-19 response and recovery. Some of the key points she shared are

outlined below:

"To effectively respond and recover, we must understand that we are only as

healthy as those most vulnerable members of our community.

A targeted mitigation strategy focused on the populations and neighborhoods
experiencing the most adverse health, economic and social effects/outcomes is

necessary and must involve:

*Supporting the expanded availability of testing and treatment;

*Engaging sector and community leaders to understand the unique situations
facing residents most at risk;

sCommunicating with residents in various formats and in ways that are relevant
to their life situations to ensure they have the information and resources
necessary to protect themselves and their families;

*Connecting residents to services and supports to mitigate the social and
economic impacts; and

*Fostering cross-sector partnerships, recognizing no single agency or sector can

handle this complex situation alone."

While COVID-19 is a health crisis, we know that health is tied to the conditions people
live in, and the opportunities they have for housing, jobs, health insurance, education
and more. The ONE Fairfax Policy was passed with the recognition that opportunity and
vulnerability vary across Fairfax County. Before COVID-19, some communities in
Fairfax were already in a state where poverty, unemployment, lack of access to
healthcare and transportation, and other factors made people vulnerable. The pandemic

exacerbates those vulnerabilities.



The areas and
populations that
already lacked access
to opportunity and
resources hit hardest

Frontline workers
disproportionately
come from
communities of color

Crowded living
conditions make social
distancing difficult

Information not Distrust of the medical
available in languages system and
other than English government

Businesses closing — Problems paying rent
unemployment and bills, affording food

A Few Equity Implications of COVID-19
=]

There is a lot of work going on to support vulnerable community members in Fairfax.
Some recent examples complied by our Health Department regarding strategies to

address the impact on the Hispanic and Latino Community include:

Aggressive outreach to immigrant communities using various county agencies and our

network of community-based and faith-based organizations.

Continued work with the Virginia Department of Health and local healthcare organizations to
expand COVID-19 testing at current sites and to encourage testing at additional sites to meet
need. This includes working with the federally qualified health centers (HealthWorks of
Northern Virginia and Neighborhood Health) and non-profit clinics to strategize on how
testing capacity can be increased for vulnerable populations who may lack health insurance
or a medical home.This DOCUMENT includes a list of providers accepting new clients,

and that accept uninsured clients.

Last weekend, there were two testing events in the Bailey’s and Annandale areas with the
goal of performing up to 3,000 tests in these high-risk communities where we are seeing
significant COVID-19 transmission. This coming weekend, testing events are planned along
Richmond Highway and in Herndon. We will be working with our safety net healthcare
providers to provide clinical follow-up for those who test positive and to link them to available

county services as needed.


https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/sites/health/files/assets/documents/pdf/coronavirus/covid19_testing_fairfax-5-21.pdf

Fairfax County is partnering with the nonprofit homeless service providers and the
community health centers to identify, shelter and support people who test positive for COVID-
19. In addition, Fairfax County has secured contracts with three hotels and is working to
expand to additional hotels to provide a safe location for residents who require self-isolation

because of testing positive.

In addition to sheltering homeless individuals who have tested positive or who are at great
risk due to age and underlying medical conditions, the hotel rooms are also now being used
for sheltering vulnerable clients of the Community Services Board and the Department of
Family Services affected by the pandemic, as well as families and individuals referred by the
Federally Qualified Health Centers. Many patients referred are from immigrant communities,

including Hispanic communities.

Fairfax County has created a COVID-19 language portal that features information and
resources in several languages, including Spanish. We have made the translation
functionality more prominent on our website. Our team is also exploring different options to
support Spanish speakers including sending text alerts in Spanish and creating print pieces
promoting these alerts. Recently, we launched a Spanish-only text service. Users can text
FFXCOVIDESP to 888777 to get updates.

We are hosting ongoing town hall meetings with leaders with the League of United Latin
American Citizens and other community leaders such as NovaSalud and Edu-Futuro to

explore partnerships and new ways of reaching the Latino community.

Learn More:
Equity and Social Justice During Coronavirus

COVID-19 Plan for Marginalized
Communities

George Washington University’s Center for Community Resilience
COVID-19 Community Response



https://novahealthfdn.org/wp-content/uploads/covid-19_plan_for_marginalized_communities.pdf
https://novahealthfdn.org/wp-content/uploads/covid-19_plan_for_marginalized_communities.pdf
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities
https://ccr.publichealth.gwu.edu/covid-19

Thinking
About Racial Disparities in COVID-19 Impacts Through a Science-Informed Early Childhood
Lens

Creating
Communities of Opportunity

Talking About COVID-19: A Call for Racial, Economic, and Health Equity
messaging tool for talking about race, racism and racial

justice.

COVID-19 Equitable Response

Community Commons

Countering COVID-19 Stigma and Racism: Tips for Parents and Caregivers
English Spanish

10 Ways to Fight for Social Justice During the Coronavirus Pandemic

Coronavirus: Wisdom from a Social

Justice Lens



https://developingchild.harvard.edu/thinking-about-racial-disparities-in-covid-19-impacts-through-a-science-informed-early-childhood-lens/?utm_source=announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_podcast_5
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/thinking-about-racial-disparities-in-covid-19-impacts-through-a-science-informed-early-childhood-lens/?utm_source=announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_podcast_5
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/thinking-about-racial-disparities-in-covid-19-impacts-through-a-science-informed-early-childhood-lens/?utm_source=announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_podcast_5
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/the-brain-architects-podcast-covid-19-special-edition-creating-communities-of-opportunity/?utm_source=announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_podcast_5
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/the-brain-architects-podcast-covid-19-special-edition-creating-communities-of-opportunity/?utm_source=announcement&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid_podcast_5
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=35053774f5&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=1678f7f871&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=1678f7f871&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=cbc5860f3c&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=cbc5860f3c&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=07e9fbb13f&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=a866648f60&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=eaf4825c65&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=b90ec889af&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=162f732da6&e=f97f1c1178
https://grscan.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cf9dca43652f10fd0b2a494f&id=162f732da6&e=f97f1c1178



https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/817168989
tel:+15713173122,,817168989
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/817168989

