
Offsite Water Quality Compliance Options

a) will less than 5 acres of 
land be disturbed; OR 

 
b) is the postconstruction 

phosphorus control 
requirement less than 10 

lbs. per year?  

START 

Will the necessary offsite 
nutrient reductions be 
achieved prior to the 

commencement of the 
land-disturbing activity? 

Applicant must demonstrate the following: 
 
(i) alternative site designs have been considered that may accommodate on-site BMPs,  
(ii) on-site BMPs have been considered in alternative site designs to the maximum extent practicable,  
(iii) appropriate on-site BMPs will be implemented, and  
(iv) full compliance with postdevelopment nonpoint nutrient runoff compliance requirements cannot practicably be met on-site. 

Required phosphorus nutrient 
reductions may be achieved, 
in whole or in part, through 

the use of off-site compliance 
options. 

YES 

Is there a conflict with 
any local water quality-
based limitations at the 

point of discharge  
(§ 124-4-5.C.2)? 

YES 

Offsite options are not allowed in 
contravention of local water quality-

based limitations at the point of 
discharge including, but not limited to 

the phosphorous reduction requirement 
in the Water Supply Protection Overlay 

District and any applicable nutrient-
based TMDL in Fairfax County. 

Are at least 75% of the 
required phosphorus 
nutrient reductions 
achieved on-site? 

NO 

Offsite measures 
must be in place prior 
to land disturbance. 

NO 

Offsite options 
may NOT be used  

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NOTE:  This diagram is intended as guidance only and not  as a substitute for the actual text of the County Code or state VSMP regulation.   

Has Applicant 
demonstrated (i) 

through (iv)? 

YES 

NO 
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